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[57] ABSTRACT

An improvement to a dual-modulation line-locking device
for wavelength modulation spectroscopy employing a low-
pass filter to generate a nonnormalized error signal and a
bandpass filter and RMS-to-DC converter to generate a
centering signal. When the error signal is approximately
zero and the centering signal is large, the wavelength is
coincident with the center of the absorption feature of the
sample.
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DUAL-MODULATION LASER LINE-
LOCKING FOR WAVELENGTH
MODULATION SPECTROSCOPY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/347,814, entitled “Dual
Modulation Laser Line-Locking Technique for Wavelength
Modulation Spectroscopy”, to Bomse et al., filed on Nov. 30,
1994, which is a continuation application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 07/911,947, entitled “Dual Modulation
Laser Line-Locking Technique for Wavelength Modulation
Spectroscopy”, to Bomse, et al., filed on Jul. 10, 1992, now
abandoned, which is a continuation-in-part application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 07/740,798, entitled “Dual
Modulation Laser Line-Locking for Wavelength Modulation
Spectroscopy”, to Bomse, filed on Aug. 6, 1991, now
abandoned, the teachings of all of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention (Technical Field)

The present invention relates to wavelength modulation
spectroscopy.

2. Background Art

Dual-modulation line-locking, described in D. Bomse,
Applied Optics 30:2922—4 (1991) and in the parent appli-
cations to the present application, listed above, is a useful
application of optical spectroscopy for continuous monitor-
ing of a selected species. The technique yields high sensi-
tivity measurements of an optical absorbance generated by
the target species while also providing simultaneous wave-
length stabilization of a spectroscopic light source. In
particular, dual-modulation line-locking improves wave-
length modulation spectroscopy, which is a spectroscopic
method that is easily implemented with wavelength tunable
light sources such as diode lasers, by removing baseline
fluctuations that add error to the absorbance measurements.

In Bomse’s original dual-modulation line-locking
method, the wavelength of a light source is modulated at two
frequencies. Typically, a beam splitter diverts part of the
light through a sample region and onto a detector such as a
photodiode; the remainder of the light passes through a
reference cell filled with an amount of the target species and
then impinges on another detector. Optical absorption by the
species in the sample and reference paths converts some of
the wavelength modulation into synchronous amplitude
modulations of the light, with the magnitude of the induced
amplitude modulations being proportional to the size of the
absorbances. The magnitude of the absorbance can be
directly related to the absolute concentration of the absorb-
ing species. Output from the sample leg detector is pro-
cessed by two sequential demodulations to provide a signal
that is proportional to the sample leg optical absorbance,
hence proportional to the amount of target species within the
path. One advantage of the sequential demodulation is that
the absorbance measurement is free of baseline fluctuations.
Output from the reference leg detector is also processed by
two sequential demodulations, but the frequencies of the
reference waveforms used for the demodulations are
selected such that the demodulated spectral waveform can
be used as a feedback signal for wavelength stabilization of
the light source. Ideally, the reference leg signal is zero when
the light source wavelength is coincident with the center
wavelength of the absorption feature, and the signal varies
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2

linearly with small displacements from the center wave-
length. This use of an optical absorbance for wavelength
stabilization is generally known as line-locking and can be
implemented using wavelength modulation spectroscopy as
well as frequency modulation spectroscopy.

Two problems may arise, however, when implementing
line-locking. The first occurs because the line-locking feed-
back signal can be approximately zero when the spectro-
scopic source wavelength is coincident with the center of the
reference absorption feature or when the source wavelength
is far removed from line center. The conventional line-
locking signal cannot be used to distinguish between these
two cases. The other problem arises when the amount of
absorber material in the reference path changes. This intro-
duces uncertainty into the amount of wavelength correction
that needs to be applied in response to a given feedback
signal. In other words, changing the amount of reference
absorber material varies the gain of the feedback loop and
can cause instabilities in the line-locking.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an undisclosed method
(developed by the present inventors) that uses a second
demodulator to provide a signal proportional to the optical
absorbance within the reference leg optical path. The current
applied to a diode laser 126' such as a Lasertron model
QLM5S890-002 is modulated sinusoidally at two frequen-
cies simultaneously, Q=1 MHz and w=10 kHz. It is well
known that changing the current applied to a diode laser is
a simple method for changing the wavelength of the laser
light. The 1 MHz waveform is obtained by applying the
output from a 3 MHz TTL oscillator 118' such as a Dale
model X0-43B to a down counter 122' such as a Texas
Instruments 74HC160N integrated circuit configured as a
divide-by-three circuit component. Output from the counter
is bandpass filtered 132' using a device similar to a TTE, Inc.
series KC4-1M bandpass filter to produce a 1 MHz sine
wave that is used as the first modulation frequency. The 10
kHz modulation waveform is supplied by a function gen-
erator 120" such as a Stanford Research Systems model
DS345 function generator. The DC portion of the laser
current is supplied by a current source such as an ILX model
3722b diode laser controller.

A beamsplitter 128' divides the laser beam into a sample
leg portion 130" used for determining the absorbance of an
unknown amount of the target species and a reference leg
portion used for line-locking. The latter beam passes through
a reference cell 138' filled with some of the target species
and onto a photodiode detector 140" such as an Epitaxx
ETX1000T InGaAs photodiode. The signal produced by the
photodiode is demodulated using demodulator #1 142' such
as a Mini-Circuits SRA-6 mixer; the local oscillator for the
demodulator is supplied by the 3 MHz oscillator 118'.

Output from demodulator #1 is applied to a lowpass filter
144'. The lowpass filter is a device similar to a TTE, Inc.
LC7-series filter and removes AC signal components at 1
MHz and 10 kHz (frequencies €2 and w) and their harmon-
ics. Output from the lowpass filter provides the unnormal-
ized error signal that is used for laser wavelength stabiliza-
tion.

Output from demodulator #1 is also applied to demodu-
lator #2 150 which uses frequency o from source 120’ as its
local oscillator. Demodulator#2 150 is a device similar to
Analog Devices AD630 integrated circuit. It produces a
voltage proportional to the amplitude of the 10 kHz AC
signal that is present on the output of demodulator #1 142'.
When the laser wavelength is coincident with the center of
the optical absorbance and the phase of the local oscillator
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is properly adjusted, the output of demodulator #2 150 is
directly proportional to the optical absorbance in the refer-
ence path. Dividing the error signal obtained at the lowpass
filter by the absorbance signal yields a normalized error
signal that provides improved reliability for laser wave-
length stabilization.

The present invention improves on dual-modulation line-
locking by processing the line-locking signal to 1) verify
that the light source wavelength is coincident with the
absorption line center, and 2) maintain constant gain in the
wavelength stabilization feedback loop.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
(DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is an improvement to a dual-
modulation line-locking devices and methods for wave-
length modulation spectroscopy comprising: a lowpass filter
receiving a signal from the demodulator and providing a
signal to the wavelength control element; a signal condi-
tioning filter receiving a signal from the demodulator; and an
RMS-to-DC converter receiving a signal from the bandpass
filter and generating a signal to the wavelength control
element. In the preferred embodiment, the lowpass filter
removes AC signal components at two modulation frequen-
cies and harmonics thereof, most preferably at approxi-
mately 1 MHz and 10 kHz and harmonics thereof, and
provides an unnormalized error signal to the wavelength
control element. The signal conditioning filter (preferably a
bandpass or lowpass filter) provides a signal to the RMS-
to-DC converter with components at approximately 10 kHz.
The RMS-to-DC converter generates a voltage signal pro-
portional to a root-mean-squared amplitude of the signal
from the demodulator, preferably of components at approxi-
mately 10 kHz of the signal from the demodulator. The
wavelength control element divides the signal provided by
the lowpass filter by the signal generated by the RMS-to-DC
converter to provide a normalized error signal. The signal
generated by the RMS-to-DC converter preferably has an
odd number of lobes when the laser wavelength is scanned
slowly across the absorption feature. The wavelength con-
trol element then stabilizes the subject wavelength so as to
maintain the signal from the lowpass filter at approximately
zero and the signal from the RMS-to-DC converter at a
positive value corresponding approximately to a line center
absorbance.

A primary object of the present invention is to improve
normalization of the error signal within dual-modulation
line-locking devices for wavelength modulation spectros-
copy.

Another object of the invention is to improve reliability of
the wavelength stabilization component within dual-
modulation line-locking devices for wavelength modulation
spectroscopy by using the absorbance signal to confirm
proper operation of the line-locking feedback loop.

A primary advantage of the present invention is its
efficacy in single detector systems.

Another advantage of the present invention is that an
RMS-to-DC converter can replace the second demodulator,
the RMS-to-DC converter not requiring a local oscillator or
demodulation phase control.

Other objects, advantages and novel features, and further
scope of applicability of the present invention will be set
forth in part in the detailed description to follow, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, and in part
will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon
examination of the following, or may be learned by practice
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4

of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and attained by means of the instrumen-
talities and combinations particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated into
and form a part of the specification, illustrate several
embodiments of the present invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
The drawings are only for the purpose of illustrating a
preferred embodiment of the invention and are not to be
construed as limiting the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 2 contrasts graphs as a function of laser wavelength
of the unnormalized error signal from a lowpass filter used
within the invention and the RMS-to-DC waveform signal;
and

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a method on which the
invention improves.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS (BEST MODES FOR
CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION)

The present invention improves the method and apparatus
used to process the signal from the reference path detector
when dual-modulation line-locking is used. The spectro-
scopic light source (typically a continuously tunable laser
such as a diode laser) is wavelength modulated at two
frequencies simultaneously. These frequencies are €2 and w,
with Q>>m. The reference optical path uses a portion of the
light beam that is directed through a region containing the
target species and onto a photodetector such as a photodiode.
Enough of the target species is present along this reference
optical path to provide an optical absorbance that is useful
for wavelength stabilization.

The output signal from the reference path photodetector is
demodulated at an odd harmonic of the larger modulation
frequency, Q. Odd harmonics can include the fundamental
frequency. A portion of the demodulated signal is applied to
a lowpass electronic filter which removes frequencies € and
® and their higher harmonics from the output of the
demodulator. Output from the lowpass filter is useful for
wavelength stabilization because the output varies linearly
with wavelength for small changes in wavelength about the
center of the optical absorption feature.

A second portion of the output from the demodulator is
used to generate a signal proportional to the reference cell
absorbance. In one method, the signal from the demodulator
is applied to an RMS-to-DC converter. This electronic
component generates a signal proportional to the AC com-
ponent at frequency w. A large signal is produced by the
RMS-to-DC converter when the light source wavelength is
coincident with the center of the optical absorption feature.
A second method for generating a signal proportional to the
reference path absorbance uses a second demodulator syn-
chronized to frequency . In both methods, the resulting
signal is proportional to the optical absorbance in the
reference path and is used for two purposes. First, the
absorbance signal is an indicator of line-locking perfor-
mance; the line-locking apparatus is performing well when
the error signal is small and the absorbance signal is large.
If, on the other hand, the wavelength is far removed from
line center, then both the error signal and the absorbance
signal will be near zero (after any necessary baseline
subtraction).
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Secondly, the absorbance signal corrects the gain of the
line-locking feedback loop. Since both the slope of the
line-locking error signal and the magnitude of the absor-
bance signal are proportional to the optical absorbance in the
reference path, then dividing the error signal by the absor-
bance signal provides a line-locking discriminant that main-
tains nearly fixed feedback gain despite changes in the
reference path optical absorbance. The resulting normalized
feedback signal is more useful for line-locking than is the
uncorrected error signal.

The choice of signal processing method—whether to use
the RMS-to-DC converter circuitry or a second
demodulator—represents a tradeoff between the ease of
implementation of the RMS-to-DC converter, which does
not require a local oscillator or phase adjustment, and the
better signal-to-noise ratio available from the demodulator.
This increased noise is usually not the limiting factor in
achieving line-locking stability.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention. The current applied to a diode laser
126 such as a Lasertron model QLM5S890-002 is modu-
lated sinusoidally at two frequencies simultaneously, Q=1
MHz and w=10 kHz. It is well known that changing the
current applied to a diode laser is a simple method for
changing the wavelength of the laser light. The 1 MHz
waveform is obtained by applying the output from a 3 MHz
TTL oscillator 118 such as a Dale model X0-43B to a down
counter 122 such as a Texas Instruments 74HC160N inte-
grated circuit configured as a divide-by-three circuit com-
ponent. Output from the counter is bandpass filtered 132
using a device similar to a TTE, Inc. series KC4-1M
bandpass filter to produce a 1 MHz sine wave that is used as
the first modulation frequency. The 10 kHz modulation
waveform is supplied by a function generator 120 such as a
Stanford Research Systems model DS345 function genera-
tor. The DC portion of the laser current is supplied by a
current source such as an ILX model 3722b diode laser
controller.

A beamsplitter 128 divides the laser beam into a sample
leg portion 130 used for determining the absorbance of an
unknown amount of the target species and a reference leg
portion used for line-locking. The latter beam passes through
a reference cell 138 filled with some of the target species and
onto a photodiode detector 140 such as an Epitaxx
ETX1000T InGaAs photodiode. The signal produced by the
photodiode is demodulated using a demodulator 142 such as
a Mini-Circuits SRA-6 mixer; the local oscillator for the
demodulator is supplied by the 3 MHz oscillator 118.

Output from the demodulator is applied to a lowpass filter
144 and to signal conditioning filter 146. The lowpass filter
is a device similar to a TTE, Inc. LC7-series filter and
removes AC signal components at 1 MHz and 10 kHz
(frequencies © and w) and their harmonics. Output from the
lowpass filter provides the unnormalized error signal that is
used for laser wavelength stabilization.

The signal conditioning filter 146 is preferably a bandpass
filter device similar to a TTE, Inc. KB3-10K-6K filter and
transmits to the RMS-to-DC converter 148 only AC signal
components at or near 10 kHz (frequency w). The RMS-to-
DC converter 148 is a component similar to an Analog
Devices model AD536A integrated circuit. It produces a
voltage proportional to the root-mean-squared amplitude of
the 10 kHz AC signal that is present on the output of
demodulator 142. When the laser wavelength is coincident
with the center of the optical absorbance, the RMS-to-DC
signal is directly proportional to the optical absorbance in
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the reference path. Dividing the error signal obtained at the
lowpass filter by the RMS-to-DC signal yields a normalized
error signal that provides improved reliability for laser
wavelength stabilization. Alternatively, the signal condition-
ing filter may be a lowpass filter that transmits frequency
(10 kHz in the preferred embodiment) because w is the
lowest AC frequency used in the system and the RMS-to-DC
coverter does not respond to frequencies near DC.

FIG. 2 shows key spectral waveforms generated by the
signal processing components in the preferred embodiment.
The nominal diode laser wavelength was set to be coincident
with the hydrogen cyanide P(17) rotational line at 6463.66
cm™. For this experiment, the line-locking feedback loop
was disabled. The DC portion of the laser current was
stepped slowly across the absorption feature; the upper trace
200 shows the unnormalized error signal obtained from
lowpass filter 144. Not surprisingly, the spectral waveform
looks similar to a third-harmonic wavelength modulation
spectrum shown in FIG. 1c¢ of Bomse. The error signal is
zero when the wavelength is coincident with the center of
the absorption line (indicated by the vertical line 220) and
varies linearly with small changes in laser wavelength
around that point. The RMS-to-DC waveform 210 consists
of a five lobes. The peak of the center lobe also coincides
with the center of the absorption feature.

As expected, both the wavelength stabilization error sig-
nal 200 and the RMS-to-DC signal 210 go to zero at
wavelengths far removed from the absorption feature. Thus,
the first advantage of the present invention is demonstrated:
the RMS-to-DC signal helps verify correct operation of the
line-locking feedback loop. The laser wavelength is properly
stabilized when the error signal is near zero and the RMS-
to-DC signal is large.

Since the magnitude of the RMS-to-DC peak signals is
proportional to the optical absorbance within the reference
path, the center peak of the RMS-to-DC signal can be used
to normalize the error signal, thereby providing constant
gain within the feedback loop used for wavelength stabili-
zation.

The present invention can be configured for use with a
single optical path functioning as both sample and reference
paths. Only one detector need be used. In this case, output
from the detector is divided between circuitry used to
determine the total optical absorbance (where the circuitry is
similar to the signal processing methods described in the
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/347,814 and in Bomse)
and circuitry such as shown in FIG. 1 used for wavelength
stabilization. It is assumed that there is always a sufficient
amount of the target material within the optical path to
provide a useable signal for wavelength stabilization. The
present invention is particularly useful for such single path
systems because it is likely that the total amount of target
species may vary widely in time; normalization of the error
signal is important to guarantee wavelength stability.

Another advantage of the present invention is that the
RMS-to-DC signal processing step can also replace the
second demodulation step in processing the output from the
sample path detector. An RMS-to-DC converter does add
some noise compared with a using a demodulator such as a
mixer or lock-in amplifier, but is simpler to implement
because the RMS-to-DC converter does not require a local
oscillator or demodulation phase control.

Although the invention has been described in detail with
particular reference to these preferred embodiments, other
embodiments can achieve the same results. Variations and
modifications of the present invention will be obvious to
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those skilled in the art and it is intended to cover in the
appended claims all such modifications and equivalents. The
entire disclosures of all references, applications, patents, and
publications cited above, and of the corresponding
application(s), are hereby incorporated by reference.

What is claimed is:

1. In a dual-modulation line-locking device for wave-
length modulation spectroscopy comprising a demodulator
and wavelength control means, an improvement comprising:

a lowpass filter receiving a signal from the demodulator
and providing a signal to the wavelength control
means;

a signal conditioning filter receiving a signal from the
demodulator; and

an RMS-to-DC converter receiving a signal from said
signal conditioning filter and generating a signal to the
wavelength control means.

2. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said lowpass filter
removes AC signal components at two modulation frequen-
cies and harmonics thereof.

3. The improvement of claim 2 wherein said lowpass filter
removes AC signal components at approximately 1 MHz
and 10 kHz and harmonics thereof.

4. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said lowpass filter
provides an unnormalized error signal to the wavelength
control means.

5. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said signal
conditioning filter provides a signal to said RMS-to-DC
converter comprising components at approximately 10 kHz.

6. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said signal
conditioning filter is selected from the group consisting of
bandpass filters and lowpass filters.

7. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said RMS-to-DC
converter generates a voltage signal proportional to a root-
mean-squared amplitude of the signal from the demodulator.

8. The improvement of claim 7 wherein said RMS-to-DC
converter generates a voltage signal proportional to a root-
mean-squared amplitude of components at approximately 10
kHz of the signal from the demodulator.

9. The improvement of claim 1 wherein the wavelength
control means comprises means for dividing said signal
provided by said lowpass filter by said signal generated by
said RMS-to-DC converter to provide a normalized error
signal.

10. The improvement of claim 1 wherein said signal
generated by said RMS-to-DC converter consists substan-
tially of an odd number of lobes.

11. The improvement of claim 10 wherein a peak of one
of said lobes corresponds to a center of an absorption feature
of a sample.

12. The improvement of claim 1 wherein the wavelength
control means comprises means for stabilizing a wavelength
to maintain the signal from said lowpass filter at approxi-
mately zero and the signal from said RMS-to-DC converter
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at a positive value corresponding approximately to a line
center absorbance.

13. In a dual-modulation line-locking method for wave-
length modulation spectroscopy employing a demodulated
signal and wavelength control, an improved method com-
prising the steps of:

(a) lowpass filtering the demodulated signal to generate a

first wavelength control signal;

(b) filtering the demodulated signal; and

(c) RMS-to-DC converting the filtered signal and gener-

ating therefrom a second wavelength control signal.

14. The improved method of claim 13 wherein lowpass
filtering comprises removing AC signal components at two
modulation frequencies and harmonics thereof.

15. The improved method of claim 14 wherein lowpass
filtering comprises removing AC signal components at
approximately 1 MHz and 10 kHz and harmonics thereof.

16. The improved method of claim 13 wherein lowpass
filtering comprises generating an unnormalized error signal
as the first wavelength control signal.

17. The improved method of claim 13 wherein filtering
comprises generating a signal for RMS-to-DC converting
comprising components at approximately 10 kHz.

18. The improved method of claim 13 wherein filtering
comprises filtering selected from the group consisting of
bandpass filtering and lowpass filtering.

19. The improved method of claim 13 wherein RMS-to-
DC converting comprises generating a voltage signal pro-
portional to a root-mean-squared amplitude of the demodu-
lated signal as the second wavelength control signal.

20. The improved method of claim 18 wherein RMS-to-
DC converting comprises generating a voltage signal pro-
portional to a root-mean-squared amplitude of components
at approximately 10 kHz of the demodulated signal.

21. The improved method of claim 13 additionally com-
prising the step of dividing the first wavelength control
signal by the second wavelength control signal to provide a
normalized error signal.

22. The improved method of claim 13 wherein RMS-to-
DC converting comprises generating a second wavelength
control signal consisting substantially of an odd number of
lobes.

23. The improved method of claim 22 wherein RMS-to-
DC converting comprises generating a second wavelength
control signal consisting substantially of an odd number of
lobes, wherein a peak of one of the lobes corresponds to a
center of an absorption feature of a sample.

24. The improved method of claim 13 additionally com-
prising the step of stabilizing a wavelength to maintain the
first wavelength control signal at approximately zero and the
second wavelength control signal at a positive value corre-
sponding approximately to a line center absorbance.
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